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Upon the entrance of America into the Great War in 1917, the Knights of Columbus instituted an extensive war work. In 1939 the order was active in a crusade against communism. It has 2464 councils and a total membership of about 430,000.

Columella, Lucius Junius Moderatus, Latin writer, was a native of Gades in Spain, He appears to have lived at Rome, and was contemporary with Seneca (ist century A.D.). He has left by far the fullest ancient treatise on agriculture, De Re Rustica; and also a supplementary treatise on trees, De Arboribus. Consult Barberet's De Coktmella Vita et Scriptis.

Column, in architecture, a cylindrical or polygonal post of wood or stone employed for the support of an entablature or other superstructure, and consisting usually of a base, which may, however, be lacking as in certain Egyptian columns, a shaft, and a capital. The column is presumably derived from the primitive use of the stems of trees in a similar position. It was first developed by the Egyptians, was employed to a limited extent in Assyria and Persia, and became a characteristic feature of Greek and Roman architecture.

The varieties of Egyptian columns are numerous, the common type being one or another form of the plant world. These include the lotus column and one supposed to be the prototype of the Doric order.

Greek columns of the different orders, while they differ from one another in proportions, mouldings, and ornaments, yet retain essentially the main form throughout. The Doric style in its earliest and rudest form, of which the temple at Corinth is an example, is slightly tapering, fluted, with narrow fillets and a simple unadorned capital. There is no base. The Ionic column rises from a base composed of mouldings. It is of more slender proportions, the capital is more richly decorated, the flutings in the shaft are more numerous, and the fillets broader. A refined example is that of the Ercchtheum at Athens. The Corinthian column is slender and fluted. The capital springs from a bell-shaped ornament of great enrichment, conventionally treated, the decorations rising over the capital, the abacus curved and graceful. The monument to Lysi-crates at Athens shows a beautiful example of this type of column.

Roman columns represent a further development of the Greek, the Roman Doric, Roman Ionic, and Roman Corinthian closely resembling their Greek prototypes. Classical and

semi-classical columns continued to be used in the architecture of the early Middle Ages, but were later replaced by the clustered piers and shafts of the Romanesque and Gothic orders. They were revived and variously modified during the Renaissance, and form a conspicuous feature of modern architecture.

The Monumental or Memorial Column is essentially similar in form to the architectural column, consisting of base, shaft, and capital, but carrying no heavy superstructure. It is erected independently and may support a statue, bust, vase, or other emblematic object.

Monumental columns were known in the east many hundreds of years before Christ3 they are found also in archaic Greece, and are especially characteristic of the Roman period either in commemoration of a military or naval triumph or as a statue to some great civil or military leader. Famous monumental columns are the Antonine column of Rome, 136 ft.; the Colonne Vendome, Paris, 116 ft; the Duke of York's, London, 95 ft. See ARCHITECTURE, especially the section on Classic Orders. Consult Longfellow's The Column and the Arch.

Column, a military formation in which the elements are placed one behind another, as distinguished from a line formation in which the elements are abreast of each other. Previous to the introduction of the breech-loading rifle, and the consequent increase in the advantages of a wide front of fire, most European nations fought in column. Troops on the march use the column formation for reasons of supply and tactics, and to accommodate themselves to any narrow roads over which they must advance.

Colurnna Rostrata, a triumphal pillar erected in the Forum at Rome to commemorate the victory of Duilius over the Carthaginians off Mylae (now Milazzo, on the north coast of Sicily), in 260 B.C. It was so called because it was decorated with the rams or beaks (rostra) of the captured vessels.

Colures, in astronomy, great circles of the sphere drawn from the celestial pole through the solstices and equinoxes, thus dividing the equator and ecliptic each into four equal parts. The former is called the solstitial, the latter the equinoctial colure, or zero hour-circle.

Colvilie, Sir Henry Edward (1852-1907), British army officer, was born in Kirkby Mallory, Leicestershire. He went to Cape Colony as commanding officer of a brigade of Guards during the Boer War. His failure to relieve Broadwood's column at Sanna's Post and Spragg's force at Lindley caused